
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF JULY 20, 2020 
 
The Commissioner Work Session of July 20, 2020 meeting was called to order at 4:01 p.m.  
The meeting was held via GoToMeeting.  The announcement of Public Meetings was 
read by the Administrator.  In attendance were Mayor Rochford and Commissioner 
Bianco Bezich, the Borough Administrator, and Borough Clerk. 
 

There were no public comments made at this time. 
 

The Commissioners reviewed the following item in relation to the re-opening of the 
Borough: 
 

1. American Legion 5K run rescheduled for September 26, 2020 – The Administrator 
advised that this group typically only uses Police services to set up and man 
barricades at intersections.  Commissioner Kasko asked if there were any State 
guidelines specifically for this type of event.  The Administrator stated that she 
believed they were allowed, but they may not be directly approved through the 
State.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich noted that these events were typically very 
crowded at the start and expressed her concerns about social distancing and the 
use of masks.  Additionally, she thought that such events were only being done 
virtually at this point and she did not believe that there was enough information 
available to allow such an event in September.  The Administrator suggested 
letting the group know that the Commissioners cannot make that decision until 
the August meeting at the earliest.  A suggestion was made to ask them to have 
either a virtual run, or to come up with a plan for how to stagger the starting groups 
so that there isn’t a crowd.  Commissioner Kasko suggested finding out how many 
participants they expected, as well as whether or not they planned on limiting the 
number of participants.  Additionally, they would need to provide information on 
what protocols they would be utilizing at the beginning of the race and what they 
would be requiring regarding masks, and social distancing.  The Clerk was asked 
to get this information for the Commissioners. 

2. Rotary Concert and Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) event on September 
10, 2020 – closing highway on September 10th.  Mayor Rochford asked what 
protocols were in place now for outdoor events.  Is the limit 500 people?  The 
Administrator replied affirmatively.  Commissioner Kasko stated that he did not 
have a problem with this event.  However, he would want to see a copy of their 
plan for outdoor gatherings and how they planned on dealing with the required 
protocols from the State.  The Commissioners discussed whether or not a six-foot 
social distance would be enforced, as well as the use of masks.  Commissioner 
Bianco Bezich stated that the Borough did not have discretion in requiring masks 
if a six-foot distance could not be maintained.  When asked about enforcement, 
Mayor Rochford suggested that the Rotary Club and the PfH would have to 
monitor that since they are the sponsors; that this would have to be self-monitored.    
Commissioner Kasko suggesting having people walking around reminding 
attendees of the requirement, as well as posted signage.  He did not feel that a 
Police Officer should be doing this.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich agreed that the 
sponsors would have to staff the event.  We do not want our officers enforcing the 
use of masks.  The use of the Information Center bathroom was also reviewed.  It 
was agreed that this would not be available during the event due to the State 



mandated requirements.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich indicated that she has 
encouraged PfH to come to the Commissioners with a plan to deal with these 
issues and noted that the Borough does not have the resources to commit for such 
an event.  Commissioner Kasko suggested the use of volunteers by PfH.  Kathy 
Gold, PfH member, noted that the Governor is not monitoring these events.  Both 
the Borough Administrator and Commissioner Bianco Bezich pointed out the State 
has sued various municipalities over these issues.  Jeff Hammond, Avondale 
Avenue, also suggested that PfH should have a supply of masks on hand to give 
to those who come without one.  Both Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner 
Bianco Bezich agreed with that suggestion. 

3. Overnight Parking – The Administrator advised the Commissioners that the Borough 
has not been enforcing this since the start of the pandemic and asked them when 
they wanted to start doing so.  Mayor Rochford asked if this would be a good time 
to discuss whether or not to discontinue this permit.  The Administrator advised that 
the last time the Borough looked into that the feedback was roughly 50/50 on 
continuing/eliminating.  She then also noted that the Borough would lose a large 
revenue if this was discontinued.  Commissioner Kasko suggested looking into the 
possibility of eliminating the permit at a later date.  The Commissioners then 
discussed starting the enforcement either August 1st or September 1st.  Mr. 
Hammond stated that this deals with crime and safety for the residents.  Herb Hess, 
Redman Avenue, suggested not starting enforcement on September 1st, as that 
will be right around the start of schools.  After discussions between the 
Commissioners it was agreed to start enforcement on August 1st.  Commissioner 
Bianco Bezich indicated that notice of this should be pushed quickly because of 
the short period of time until that date. 

4. Buildings and Public meetings – The Commissioners were asked if they wanted to 
start holding various board, commission and committee meetings in person in the 
borough hall auditorium now that we have opened that room up for use by our 
local organizations.  The Administrator noted that the Planning Board (PB) and 
Zoning Board (ZB) online meetings have been typically having more than 32 
attendees, which is our limit for the use of the auditorium.  Commissioner Bianco 
Bezich indicated that she would like to give the applicants for these two boards 
the ability to appear in person, but still require the public attendee to do so online.  
Commissioner Kasko agreed that such a hybrid type meeting would be good.  The 
Administrator advised that specific equipment would need to be purchased to 
film the meeting, as well as broadcast.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich suggested 
keeping the August meetings online only, while looking into the purchase of this 
equipment.  Mayor Rochford expressed concerns about objectors only allowed 
access through ZOOM, which may give an unfair advantage to the applicants.  
Commissioner Bianco Bezich agreed that a best practices would need to be 
developed for this type of meeting.  Mr. Hess suggested more PB and ZB meetings 
with smaller agendas.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich noted that this could cause 
issues with the statutory time lines involved with these applications.  The 
Administrator asked what the Commissioners wanted to do with the other boards, 
commissions and committees; i.e. Shade Tree Commission, Environmental 
Commission, etc.  Commissioner Kasko suggested holding those in person starting 
in September, to which the Mayor agreed.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich noted 
that some people may still feel uncomfortable attending meetings in person at 



that time, so we may need to hold those as a hybrid meetings as well.  The Borough 
Solicitor cautioned the Commissioners on opening the Mabel Kay Senior Center 
as this facility caters to the most vulnerable group in relation to COVID-19.  The 
Commissioners agreed. 

 

Next, the Commissioners reviewed a request for the placement of speed hump(s) on 
Redman Avenue.  The Administrator noted that historically we have done speed studies 
to determine if speed humps are warranted.  She also noted that there are two potential 
issues associated with the installation of speed humps – (1) if we agree to place them 
here, then we may start receiving requests from all over town; and (2) there is noise 
associated with vehicles driving over these and residents living right near them do 
complain.  Commissioner Kasko stated that he is not opposed to speed humps in this 
specific area because the road is heavily used, but he would want a study done first.  The 
Administrator suggested holding off on doing the study until September to see if the kids 
are going back to school then.  Currently the traditional traffic patterns are askew 
because of less traffic due to the pandemic.  Mayor Rochford noted that our Public 
Safety departments have concerns about how these speed humps can cause slow-
downs in response times. 
 

The Administrator then reviewed the recommendations from the Borough’s Council on 
Affordable Housing (COAH) Attorney regarding the proposed agreement with 
Community Investment Strategies, Inc. (CIS) as the Borough’s Affordable Housing 
Developer.  Commissioner Kasko asked if action was needed on this agreement soon.  
The Administrator suggested holding a special meeting the following week to approve 
the signing of an agreement with CIS, once the Commissioners have had a chance to 
review the recommended changes.  Additionally, the Borough Solicitor has further 
questions and concerns as well.  The Commissioners agree to review the 
recommendations by the end of this week. 
 

Next, the Administrator advised the Commissioners that the 7:30 p.m. agenda contains a 
resolution authorizing the signing of closing documents for two properties: 129 Fowler 
Avenue and 283 Lake Street.  Both of these properties will be used to off-set affordable 
housing units at Snowden Avenue.  The Commissioners agreed to move forward with this 
resolution.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich then talked about the need to get the correct 
information about this project out to the public, possibly through a town hall style 
meeting.  She is routinely seeing misleading information on the topic on social media that 
needs to be addressed.  The Borough’s obligatory requirements need to be explained, 
as well as other types of information; i.e. school aged children, and more on the history 
of how the Borough has gotten to where we are now in this requirement.  Mayor Rochford 
agreed that this is information that needs to be presented to the public, but expressed 
concerns about holding a meeting where residents try to re-introduce and idea and 
expect the Borough to review these ideas again.  He wants people to understand that 
we are moving forward on a plan that has Fair Share Housing Corporation’s (FSHC) 
approval and we are only trying to get the facts out to the residents.  The Administrator 
asked if the Commissioners wanted to move forward with publishing the information only, 
or if they would like to hold the public forum as well.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich 
indicated that she would like to combine such a public forum and a meeting with the 
Potter Street residents, as we promised that group.  Commissioner Kasko stated that he 
was okay with such a meeting and asked if it would be in person or electronically.  



Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated that it would be via ZOOM.  Mr. Hess stated that this 
sounded like the Commissioners were backtracking on lowering the units at the Snowden 
Avenue lot.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated that the Borough has always agreed to 
the use of in-fill sites for this project and pointed out that this was how the number of units 
was reduced from the original 28.  Mayor Rochford then asked what the timing should 
be for putting together information on the project to be made available to the public.  
He feels it should be sooner rather than later and he knows that there is a frustration level 
from the public when we can’t answer questions because of litigation.  Commissioner 
Bianco Bezich indicated that she would be willing to hold the meeting with the Potter 
Street residents sooner if need be.  The Administrator suggested a meeting in mid-August 
to give Community Investment Strategies, Inc. (CIS) time to put together details regarding 
the exterior of the Snowden Avenue project.  She then suggested a second meeting in 
September as well.  The Commissioners were asked what format they wished to use for 
the information.  They agreed to a Q&A format that could be posted online quickly and 
noted that such a format could be easily re-formatted to a mailer if needed.  Possible 
dates were reviewed for a meeting with the Potter Street residents, with no final date 
determined. 
 

Jeannette Glennon-Morrissey from the Haddonfield Gardener’s Club joined the meeting 
at 5:00 p.m. to discuss the location of their Blue Star Memorial.  The Administrator provided 
a brief history of this request and previous approval from the Commissioners.  She noted 
that the Garden Club is requesting that the memorial be placed on the exit driveway 
side of Borough Hall, rather than the entrance driveway side.  The Commissioners were 
advised that the Police Chief has indicated his approval for this change in location, as 
long as there are not sightline issues.  Ms. Morrissey asked for confirmation from the 
Commissioners for permission to move forward with calling for a mark-out for this area.  
The Commissioners agreed unanimously.  Ms. Morrissey then asked how the Police Chief 
would help in moving forward with this project.  It was agreed that Ms. Morrissey would 
meet with the Chief to pick the final location.  The Borough Solicitor asked if the aesthetics 
of the sign had been approved the by Haddonfield Historic Preservation Commission 
(HPC).  It was noted that this is a State approved sign, which the HPC would not be able 
to change.  Ms. Morrissey left the meeting at 5:08 p.m. 
 

The Administrator then noted that a question has been raised about removing members 
from Boards, Commissions and Committees that do not complete the annual Financial 
Disclosure Statement (FDS).  It was noted that the State does not address this issue.  The 
Commissioners were asked if they wished to make this a requirement for the Borough.  
They agreed that it should be a requirement. 
 

The July 20, 2020 7:30 p.m. meeting agenda was reviewed.  The Administrator advised 
that a resolution approving the signing of the next Municipal Alliance grant paperwork 
had been added to the agenda.  Commissioner Kasko asked if a resolution to go out for 
Request for Proposal (RFQ) for a Bancroft Developer had been also added to the 
agenda.  The Administrator advised that this would be discussed in more detail at a 
closed session meeting for the following week.  No changes were made to the agenda. 
 
The Commissioners then reviewed a request from Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) 
to close Kings Highway to be used for pedestrians only, which allows for proper social 
distancing during the August sidewalk sale and the merchandise would be inside the 



stores.  Susan Hodges and Kathy Gold, members of PfH, joined the meeting at this time, 
as well as PfH employees Arlene Fiorilli and Remi Fortunato.  Discussions ensued on what 
had been previously agreed to base the results of a survey on that had been sent to 
business owners by PfH.  Mayor Rochford asked if the request was to shut down Kings 
Highway for all four (4) days of the sidewalk sale.  Ms. Fiorilli replied that the request was 
for only Thursday and/or Friday, but Thursday was the primary request and Ms. Fortunato 
commented on the survey sent out, stating that store owners commented afterwards 
that the question(s) needed to be clearer.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich asked if the 
businesses would be putting any products/tables outside at all.  Ms. Fiorilli replied that 
they would like to be able to do so.  Due to the restricted number of people allowed 
inside the shops at one time, they would like to be able to put merchandise in the street 
to hopefully allow for increased sales and suggested that nothing be allowed on the 
sidewalks.  Discussions then centered on the hours for which PfH wanted the street closed; 
which were between either 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. or 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  
Commissioner Bianco Bezich then asked if the business owners would be responsible for 
ensuring people maintain the required social distancing and wearing of masks.  Ms. Fiorilli 
indicated that staff would be out monitoring this.  Mayor Rochford asked if this event had 
been coordinated with the restaurants.  Ms. Fiorilli asked if they should be allowed to 
remain on the sidewalk.  The Administrator asked the Commissioners what they wanted 
to authorize for this event and noted that if the road is closed then permission would need 
to be obtained from the County.  Additionally, there would need to be a 20 foot wide 
fire lane provided if the road is closed.  She also asked the Commissioners if they wanted 
something in writing from the business owners on what they will be doing to for the 
required protocols.  The Commissioners stated that they did want this information to be 
provided.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich expressed her concerns about the timing and 
trying to put this together so quickly.  The Administrator reviewed what would need to be 
done to move forward with this closure.  The Commissioners agreed to allow the 
businesses in the 400 block of Haddon Avenue to have their merchandise on the 
sidewalk.  They also agreed to close Kings Highway between PATCO and Haddon 
Avenue on Thursday and Friday for this event, with only the restaurants being allowed to 
have their outdoor seating areas on the sidewalk.  The PfH members and staff left at 5:55 
p.m. 
 

The Administrator stated that the budget work session would need to be rescheduled to 
discuss the 2020 capital projects.  The Commissioners reviewed various dates and 
agreed on Monday, July 27, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.   
 

Mayor Rochford made a motion to go into closed session at 5:59 p.m. to discuss personnel 
appointments, as well as Bancroft Developer negotiations and work being done by CIS.  
Commissioner Kasko seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously. 
 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 6:44 p.m., where the motion had 
included adjourning the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 


